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Amateur radio operators have been providing communications support to the annual Canadian 
Ski Marathon for 42 years of its 49 year history. Malcolm Harper, VE2DDZ, will provide 
descriptions and photos of the two-day / 160 km marathon together with details of the role 
amateur radio operators play among the many volunteers who make the event possible. A 
question | ask, but can't necessarily answer, is why does the CSM / Amateur Radio 
partnership remain so successful in today's world? 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Hello all, 


Well it has certainly been sometime since I've written 
a greeting message for the club's news letter. Work and other 
issues have divided my time a little more and I have been 
unable to provide our editorial staff with the material they 
have been requesting. In the coming months I will endeavor to 
find the time to update you all regularly. 

Sadly, we were obliged to cancel our flea market this 
year as table sales were not at their usual levels. We decided it 
was better to cancel then to have a poor flea market. We will 
be back next year however, so stay tuned to these pages for 
upcoming announcements. We are gearing up again for field 
day and once again Eamon, VE2EGN has stepped up to the 
plate and is with a small team of helpers, gearing us up for 
field day. Next time you see Eamon remember to thank him 
for organizing one of the highlights of the ham radio year. 

The MarcOgram needs a new editor. In order for us 


to continue providing you with relevant news and information, 
we need help on the MarcOgram editing staff. The position of 
editor brings with it the admiration and prestige of your 
colleagues and I would be very happy to hear from any one of 
the membership who might be inclined as to step up and take 
the reigns for a term or so. Please consider it and make me 
aware of your potential interest. You would not be alone there 
are experienced members on the board anxious to help you get 
up and running. 

This month's meeting is a must go. Malcolm, 
VE2DDZ will be providing us with a presentation on 
providing communications support for the Canadian Ski 
Marathon. This event happens every year and Malcolm is now 
a seasoned veteran. Come on out and join me as for this 
presentation you may find yourself gearing up for some 
outdoor winter radio operations next year when the call for 
volunteers goes out. Until then, take care and good DX. 


73 de Paul, VE2ZOFH 


The MarcOgram is published nine times per year on the 
second to last Wednesday of September through June, 
excepting December by the Montreal Amateur Radio Club. 
Advertising and copy deadline is one week prior to 
publication. 


Annual fees are: 


General Members oars er $25.00 
Associate Members ee aed $25.00 
White Cane Members... ae ae $15.00 
Family Members (per family) at $30.00 
Postal delivery of MarcOgram a $ 5.00 


The membership year runs from September 1 to August 31. 
Memberships received on or after June 1 commence 
immediately and extend through the subsequent membership 
year - covering a period of up to fifteen months. 


Articles published in the MarcOgram may be reproduced 
providing credit is given to the original author and the 
Montreal Amateur Radio Club as the source. 


The opinions expressed herein are, unless otherwise 
Stated, solely those of the authors concerned, and not 
those of the Club, the Directors or members and do not 
represent the policy of the Club. 


Directors 


President: Paul Iarrera, VEZOFH 
Vice President: Sheldon Werner, VA2SH va2sh@marc.ca 
Secretary-Treasurer James R. Hay, VE2VE ve2ve@marc.ca 
Directors: Craig Brander, VE2YGK..........ve2ygk@marc.ca 
George Hedrei, VEZ2ZNGH 
Eamon Egan, VE2EGN ve2evn@marc.ca 
Marc-André Gingras, VE2ZEVN...ve2evn@marc.ca 
Mario Piacitelli, VA2ZTMP va2tmp@marc.ca 


ve2ofh@marc.ca 


Club Call Sign: VE2ARC 


Club Website: _http://www.marc.qc.ca 


Repeaters 


VE2BG 147.06 MHz (+) 


Owned and operated by the Montreal Amateur Radio Club. Located on the Pointe 
Claire water tower. 


VE2RED 147.27 MHz (+) 


Owned and operated by the Montreal Amateur Radio Club. Located on Covey Hill 
in Franklin, QC. 


The repeaters are open to all amateurs. 


Meetings of the Board of Directors 


Meetings of the Board of Directors are open to any member to attend. 
Board meetings are held the first Wednesday of the month (Sept. to 
June) at 7:30 PM in the Wardens’ Room, St. Ignatius of Loyla Parish, 
4455 West Broadway. Should you wish to attend one of the meetings 
you are welcome. Just speak to one of the directors before-hand to 
make certain that the meeting has neither been cancelled, nor the 
location changed. 


Club Activities 


Monthly Meetings 


29 April 2015 - Malcolm Harper, VE2DDZ 
27 May 2015 - Show & Tell 
30 September 2015—TBA 
28 October 2015—Annual General Meeting 
25 November 2015—TBA 


Radio Classes 


A basic level course is held starting in January of each 
year. If you know of anyone interested in taking the 
course they should send a message to classes@marc.ca. 


MARC Hamfest 


As mentioned in the President’s message we are planning 
to hold the fleamarket in 2016. Please watch this space 
for more news as the planning develops. 


IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 


514-280-2121 
450-662-4240 
450-646-8570 

310-4141 
450-632-6505 


Montreal 911 Centre 
Laval 911 Centre 
Longueuil 911 Centre 
Streté du Québec 
Kahnawake Peace Keepers 


These numbers are for emergencies ONLY 


FROM THE (TEMPORARY) EDITOR’ S 
DESK 


If you enjoy writing or if you enjoy working with 
computers and want to help the club consider helping with the 
MarcOgrm.. 

As you well read elsewhere in this issue the St. 
Patrick’s parade was a success and the organizers advised me 
that the were extremely pleased with our assistance. 

Spring has finally arrived and, hopefully, summer will 
be arriving before long. Finally we can think about antenna 
work and other outdoor chores—not to mention simply 
enjoying better weather. 

Congratulations to the students who passed this year’s 
Basic Qualification Course: 


Michael Shamash VE2MXU 
Cedric Nerot VA2CNE 
Erin Sexton VE2SXN 
John Watson VE2VEX 


Thanks also to George Hedrei, VE2NGH and Eamon Egan, 
VE2EGN for their assistance with the teaching duties during the 
course. 

This month’s meeting topic will be interesting and 
discussing a long term relationship between amateur radio and 
an event at which assistance is provided. I look forward to 
seeing you all at the meeting. 


73 de Jim, VE2VE 


CONTEST CALENDAR 


More on contests including full rules can be found on the 
Internet. Check:: 


http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html 


April 2015 
QRP to the Field 1200Z-2359Z, Apr 25 
432 MHz Spring Sprint 1900 loc-2300 loc Apr 29 


May 2015 
Microwave Spring Sprint 0800-1300 local, May 2 
ARI International DX Contest 200Z, May 2 to 
1159Z, May 3 
1200Z, May 9 to 
1200Z, May 10 
CQ-M International DX Contest 1200Z, May 9 to 
1159Z, May 10 
1200Z, May 9 to 
2400Z, May 10 


VOLTA WW RTTY Contest 


SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 


50 MHz Spring Sprint 
WAB 7 MHz Phone 
CQ WW WPxX Contest, 


2300Z-0300Z, May 9-10 
1000Z-1400Z, May 17 
CW 0000Z, May 30 to 
2359Z, May 31 


SARL Digital Contest 1300Z-1600Z, May 31 


COMING EVENTS 


For up to date Canadian Fleamarket listings, 
please check the Radio Amateurs of Canada site at: 


http://rac.eton.ca/ 


or for up to date American 2listings, go to the American 
Radio Relay League Hamfest website at: 


http://www.arrl.org/hamfest.html 


SPECIAL EVENT CALLSIGNS 


VC7J 2015-05-30 - 2015-05-31 
CQ WPX CW Contest 

VD1M 2015-05-30 - 2015-05-31 
CQ WPX CW Contest 

VC3VE 2015-05-28 - 2015-07-27 
70 Years Victory in Europe 

VB7X 2015-05-26 - 2015-05-27 
CQ WPxX Contest May 26-27, 2015 

VE7ODAY 2015-05-01 - 2015-05-30 


Anniversary of Victory in Europe Day (May 8) 


VC3LOH 2015-04-01 - 2015-05-30 
70th Anniversary of the Liberation of Holland 
(May 5th) 

VC3E 2015-03-29 - 2015-05-27 
CQ WPxX Contest 

VC6X 2015-03-28 - 2015-05-31 
CQ WPX SSB CW Contest 

VC6K 2015-03-28 - 2015-05-31 
CQ WPX SSB and CW Contests (March 28-29, 
May 30-31) 

VC2P 2015-03-28 - 2015-03-29 
Concours CQ WPX CW 

VC7GL 2015-03-27 - 2015-05-31 


CQWPX Contest CW and SSB 


VC2M 2015-03-27 - 2015-04-27 CLASSIFIEDS 
40e anniversaire du club VE2UMS 


DEADLINE for classified ads is the second Wednesday 
before the monthly meeting. 


ST. PATRICK’S PARADE ee 


March 22, 2015 saw the 192nd continuous St. Patrick’s 
Parade in Montreal. From 2004 to 2013 Vernon Ikeda, 
VE2MBS/VE2QQ and I have operated the control station for the 
various radio channels used by parade marshals and security 
personnel. 

This year, in addition to finding a replacement for Vern 
Ithe sudden need for surgery meant that I had to find a_ 
replacement for myself as well. q 

My thanks to Paul Iarrera, VE2OFH and Steven Faguy, 
VA2SMF who took my and Vern’s place respectively and by all 
accounts did an excellent job. 

Thanks also to Matt Salenius, VE2MTA, Mike | 
Dumitrescu, VE2MTU and Malcolm Harper, VE2DDZ who were 
out on the street providing position information of the front, 
middle and back of the parade. 

While there were well publicized threats to disrupt the 
parade the police and parade security did their jobs and 
Montrealers were able to enjoy the annual rite of spring even if 
the temperature was on the cool side. 

The parade organizers were very pleased with the 
assistance which they received and I am looking forward to 
working with the parade, and our volunteers, again in 2016 for 
the 193rd parade. 


Gilles Renucci, VE2TZT, giving a presentation on competition in 
amateur radio during the November 2014 meeting. 


73 de Jim, VE2VE 


INCOMING QSL CARD SERVICE 


As has been mentioned in previous MarcOgrams we are 
resuming the club’s service of having incoming QSL cards sent 
to the club for members to pick up at meetings. This is a service 
which we are offering to our members which both saves the 
individual members money as well as makes more efficient use 
of our collective resources. 


IF you would like to avail yourself of this service please = a 
send an e-mail to qsl@marc.ca and we will add you to the list of One of the competitive rewards available in amateur radio is the 


cards that the incoming bureau sends to the club and bring them DC Century Club sponsored by the ARRL. This photo was 
to the monthly meetings. shown during the presentation at the November meeting. 


Affordable Dual Band! Baofeng UV-5R & = Baofeng UV-82R 
Dual Band HT 2a. oe 144/220 Dual Band HT 
Loaded with features | )) | | Dual-band 136-174 & 220- 
for a very low price. | | | | 260 MHz FM. The dual 


mae Waleiang cue epg push-to-talk button allows 
receive. Extended RX |S 


The JT270M sells for less than half includes reception 


you to choose transmit 


the price of most dual-band mobiles! of the FM broadcast suede ely anes 
Features a 10W output, extended RX, band! Includes BL-5 Oooo : : i me i “ i ml 
CTCSS/DCS encode/decode. Includes (7.4V 1800 mAh) Li- aooo NGMOEs PAA, DANery: 
programming software and cable. Nice ion battery, charger, =) charger, earpiece, antenna, 
compact size for even the smallest cars. belt clip, wrist strap power adapter & belt clip. 


Only $169.95 and antenna. Only $84.95 


En Francais? Visit us at the MarcOgram Exclusive 
Si vous desirez parler en francais, 


demander pourJami ou envoyer un | |Smiths Falls HAMFEST = _ Click HERE 


courriel May 9 
jamit@durhamradio.com Save On Shipping! to enter our 


and we'll bring it to the show! e a Car Dash 
2 Cam! 


Books for Hams 


We have a great selection of a Click on the Images 
ARRL and other ee ere res . Scant co 
amateur radio related books. bie saa hs ee ia at Our reg Price $44.95 
CLICK HERE for details. me product on our web site") | Up to $69.95 elsewhere! 


EK1B Three-Band CW Kit Kenwood TM-D710GA ARRL Repeater Guide 


Covers 20/17/15 Baste The 2015/2016 
metres. Built-in version is now in 
hae » Speed-adjust- —= a stock. A desktop DIRECTORY 
™ able keyer. Up y= at i and pocket book 
to 5W output. = version are both «RD 
SMD parts all available. 
. . finished and The TM-D710GA is a full-featured 4 
DDS is prealigned. You do the rest to dual-band mobile that also features aoe 
omplete the kit in about 2 hours. j ilt- 
p APRS functionality and has a built Pocket Book 


REPEATER 


AMAOLIAWIG MALV AAT 


Desktop 


Only $189.95 in GPS. Now $669.95! $16.95 $22.95 


120 Piece Heat Shrink 


Looking for some really tweet dealo! Tubing Kit with Case 


www .twitter.comsdurhamradio 


Follow us on facebook! Product info, articles & special offers. 


www.facebook.com/DurhamRadio 


Flash Deals from Durham Radio 
Exclusive subscriber-only deals! —.. oe 
DurhamRadio.com/flash Only $9.95 


Sep-Apr M-F 9-6 Sat 9-3 May-Aug M-F 9-5 Sat 9-2 


urhnam 10-1380 Hopkins St., Whitby, ON L1N2C3 
- = Tel: (905) 665-5466 Fax: (905) 665-5460 
\RacliO 1-888-426-1688 |; 


SALES & SERVICE INC. www.DurhamRadio.com iso 


PO Box 67063-Lemoyne 
St-Lambert, Quebec 
RADIO H.F. J4R 278 
tel/fax :450-671-3773 
sans frais - toll free in Canada 
1-800-463-3773 


email : info@radiohf.ca 


Specialists in shortwave radio, scanners, amateur 
radio, FRS/GMS, CB radio, antennas, accessories 


Les spécialistes en radio ondes courtes, balayeurs 
d'ondes, radio-amateur, dispositifs radio domes- 
tiques (DRD/GMS), la bande publique (CB), an- 


SHORTWAVE & AM/FM RADIOS / RADIOS ONDES COURTES & AM/FM 
A.O.R., ALINCO, GRUNDIG/ETON, ICOM, JRC, S.G.C., YAESU 


SCANNERS / BALAYEURS D'ONDES 
A.O.R., ALINCO, ICOM, UNIDEN/BEARCAT, WINRADIO 


AMATEUR RADIO / RADIO-AMATEUR 
ALINCO, ICOM, KENWOOD, RANGER, S.G.C., YAESU 


CITIZENS BAND (CB) / BANDE PUBLIQUE (CB) 
ASTATIC, COBRA, GALAXY, K40, MACO, PARADYNAMICS, RANGER, ROAD NOISE, SHAKE- 
SPEARE, SOLARCON/ANTRON, UNIDEN, VALOR/PRO-AM, WILSON, WORKMAN 


FRS & GMRS TWO WAY RADIOS / FRS ET GMRS PORTATIFS UHF 
COBRA, GARMIN, ICOM, MOTOROLA 


ANTENNAS / ANTENNES 
ALPHA DELTA, ARROW, BUTTERNUT, COMET, COMPROD, CUBEX, CUSHCRAFT, DIAMOND, 
FIRESTICK, FORCE 12, HUSTLER, HYGAIN, ISOTRON, LARSEN, MALDOL, MFJ, 
MIRACLE ANTENNA, OUTBACKER, PRYME, RADIOWAVZ, TENNADYNE, 
VALOR/PRO-AM, WORKMAN 


SPECIALTY PRODUCTS / PRODUITS SPECIALISES 
AMERITRON, ASTRON, BENCHER, CONNECT QUICK, DAIWA, D.C.1., GARMIN, GEOCRON, 
HEIL, KANTRONICS, KIWA ELECTRONICS, L.D.G., MAGELLAN, MAHA, MFJ, MIRAGE, NYE VI- 
KING, OPTOELECTRONICS, OREGON SCIENTIFIC, PALOMAR, PALSTAR, 
PRYME, RF CONCEPTS, R.F. SYSTEMS, RIGBLASTER, S.G.C., TIMEWAVE, UNADILLA, 
VECTRONICS, VIBROPLEX, WEST MOUNTAIN RADIO 


PUBLICATIONS / PUBLICATIONS 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE (ARRL), ARTSCI, BAYLIN PUBLICATIONS, BILLBOARD 
(WRTH), CQ, CRB, HIGHTEXT, IBS (PASSPORT), KLINGENFUSS, KRAUSE, LOOMPANICS, NA- 
TIONAL RADIO CLUB, RADIO SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN, RADIO AMATEUR CALLBOOK, RA- 
DIO AMATEURS DU QUEBEC, SCHIFFER BOOKS, SONORAN, TAB, TIARE 


NATURE BOOKS / LIVRES DE LA NATURE 
SIBLEY GUIDES, PETERSON FIELD GUIDES, NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
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